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Disclaimer  

The opinions expressed in this report have been based on the information supplied to GBE by the 

Applicant. GBE has exercised all due care in reviewing the supplied information, with conclusions 

from the review being reliant on the accuracy and completeness  of the supplied data.  

GBE does not accept responsibility for any errors or omissions in the supplied information and does 

not accept any consequential liability arising from commercial decisions or actions resulting from 

them.  

Professional environmental opinions presented in this report apply to the site conditions and features 

as they existed at the time of GBEõs investigations, and those reasonably foreseeable. These opinions 

do not necessarily apply to conditions and features  that may arise after the date of this report, about 

which GBE had no prior knowledge nor had the opportunity to evaluate.  

POPIA 

Regulation 42 of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2014, as amended (EIA 

Regulations) provides for the opening and maintenance of a register of interested and affected 

parties (I&APs), by the proponent or applicant, which must contain person al information (names, 

contact details and addresses). It is therefore the duty of the proponent or applicant to collect the 

information that must be contained in the register.  

Regulation 42 further requires that these registers must be submitted to the Competent Authority 

(CA). There is no legal requirement in the EIA Regulations that such registers must be included in the 

reports that are published for public consultation purpo ses or be made publicly available as part of 

the EIA process. Since the information in the registers is personal/private information, it should not be 

included in or attached to reports and be made available in the public domain. CAs, applicants 

and enviro nmental assessment practitioners (EAPs) should take note that, if this information was 

previously included in reports and shared in the public domain, this now requires reconsideration in 

accordance with the POPIA. The Department realises that EAPs may hav e included some personal 

information in these reports when they receive and compile them. Likewise, this information may 

reach CAs who also now need to be sensitive about the management of this information.  

Section 11(1)(a) of POPIA provides further that personal information may only be processed if the 

data subject consents to the processing.  

The requirements of Section 18.1 of POPIA requires that if personal information is collected, the 

responsible party must take reasonably practicable steps to ensure that the data subject is aware 

of, amongst other things, the information being collected, t he name and address of the responsible 

party (in this case the EAP and applicant), the purpose for which the information is collected, whether 

or not the supply of the information by the data subject is voluntary or mandatory, the consequence 

of the failur e to provide the required information, further information such as the recipient of the 

information, as well as the existence of the right to object to the processing of the personal 

information.  

EAPs should obtain express consent from commenting parties to include their names with their 

comments in the reports. It is therefore recommended that the EAP, when requesting comment, 

should also request the persons who may comment to provide consent that  their names may be 

included with their comments in the reports. Commenting parties should also be informed that they 

may opt to not have their names shared, as well as an indication of the consequences of such an 

option being exercised, in which case only  the comments will be included. This will ensure that the 

requirements of Section 11(1)(a) of POPIA, which provides that personal information may only be 

processed if the data subject consents to the processing, is given effect to.  Even when consent is 

ob tained it is recommended that only the minimum details (the names) should be included in reports 

and the inclusion of unnecessary and excessive information should be avoided.  
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GENERAL PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
(This must Include an overview of the  project including the Farm name / Portion/Erf number ) 

Project Description : 

The proposed development, situated on Portion 10 of Farm 502, is located south -west of Stellenbosch, within the Stellenbosch 

Municipal area (see Figure 1).  

  
Figure 1: Proposed development location (indicated by the red polygon)  

Stellenbosch  

Proposed development 

area  



 ð The Installation of Solar Panels and Associated Infrastructure on the Portion 10 of Farm 502, Stellenbosch. ð  8 

The proposed development requires the  clearance of approximately 19ha of vegetation for the  installation of solar panels 

and associated infrastructure , which covers an area of more than 1ha . Figure 2  illustrates the development layout.  

The proposed development will require the following:  

¶ Ground Mounted Solar Panels and associated infrastructure.  

o The solar panels are fixed and do not move with the sun.  

o The panel frames are secured to the ground by drilling  reinforced poles  into the ground.  

¶ A container  for inverters will be installed . This will be a heavy -duty aluminium powder -coated container on stilts . 

¶ Underground feeder cables from the inverter building to the areas where electricity is required . 

¶ Security fence (e.g. Clearvu fencing) will be installed around the solar panel site perimeter.  

Description  Racking  Orientation  Tilt Azimuth  Intrarow 

Spacing  

Frame 

Size 

Frames Modules  Power 

Phase 1 Fixed Tilt Portrait (Vertical)  25° 0° 3.5 m 2x1 1,636 3,272 1.80 MW 

 
Figure 2: Proposed development layout  

The proposed development will be conducted in 2 phases.  

¶ Phase 1 ð +/- 1.8MW for own consumption (+/- 2.5ha) (refer to Figure 3). 

¶ Phase 2 ð Up to 7MW for distribution/wheeling. (+/- 12ha).  

¶ Phase 1 will be for Spierõs own energy security needs. 

¶ Phase 2 would be connected to the Eskom grid for purposes of wheeling electricity to other Eskom-connected 

customers. 

Proposed 

development area 

(blue)  
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Figure 3: Illustration of Phase 1  

The applicant considered the need for the conservation of the natural environment on which the two phases of this proposed 

development will be constructed, by enhancing and incorporating other activities being conducted by Spier to achieve 

dual use of the land area.  

The project will include an Agri -voltaic solution, meaning low soil and vegetation impact and the establishment of pollinators 

on and around the proposed development area. This makes use of low -impact  mounting structures with no concrete bases, 

wider row spacing that reduces shading on vegetation between rows and higher mounting of panels to allow light under the 

panels for plant growth. Refer to Figure 4 and Figure 5 for an illustration of the proposed panels.  

 
Figure 4: Illustration of the solar panels  (1) 
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Figure 5: Illustration of the solar panels  (2)  

Shading is particularly important to consider for winter months in the Western Cape to allow plant growth to continue.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  




















































































































