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2001 – Social Conflict  

40 000 in public places  |  30 000 in gardens 

70 000 jacaranda trees in Pretoria

“Jacarandas are a problem, but not to the extent that 
they should be allowed to get in the way of the bigger 

objective.
We have to box clever and rather ensure support for 

the fight against far worse species."



Pink dragon fruit 
Invasive - Not listed
Hylocereus costaricensis

White dragon fruit  
Invasive. Cat 2 

Hylocereus undatus

The Gardener | Die Tuinier
Magazine

Success

Failure



PhD candidate, Patricia Duncan
Paterson’s Curse 

Echium plantagineum 1b

Newspaper failure

Social 
media 

success



Build on old material 

Invasive rose-ringed parakeets 
Develop a toolbox Make it 

available to all…

©Calvin Shivambu A threat to seven avian fynbos endemics?

Cape rockjumper, Cape sugarbird, Victorin's warbler, 

Orange-breasted sunbird, Protea canary, 

Cape siskin, and Fynbos buttonquail.

• Develop a campaign

• Collaborate on a control plan

• Choose the target group



Rose-ringed Parakeet Stakeholder Engagement 

A breeding pair sold for R60 000

- Control feral 

populations

- Permitting

- Research agenda

- Messaging to the 

public

PASA – Parrot Breeders Association of SA



Social media success



Build on old material 

Invasive Mallards

Develop a toolbox Generate creative ideas

How to remove Donald Duck?

Failure



Invasive Marine Species 

• Choose the species to 

promote

• Develop a campaign

• Choose the target group



Pilot Project:   Invasive marine species 

Aquaculture industry stakeholder engagement in Saldanha Bay 

Mussel Farming Oyster Farming



Mussel Farming in Saldanha Bay 

Saldanha Aquaculture Industry  

Bio-Fouling Pilot Project 

Invasive biofouling species



Aquatic Weeds:  Conflict @ Roodeplaat Dam

Sable Hills 

Estate

- Springbok Rowing Team to Tokyo Olympics 2021

- World Masters Rowing Champs 2023 @ Roodeplaat

Meeting 8 February



Ask your garden centre for advice…

Primary campaign:  ‘Become an EcoChamp’

Secondary storyboards: 

* What’s hiding in your garden?

* What’s hiding in your pond?

Tetrapygus urchins

CarcinusFeral pigsPainted reed 
frog

Rat

Green Industries Invasive Species  
Advocacy support

Madeira vine

(Anredera cordifolia)
Silver vine
(Epipremnum aureum)

Blue passion flower 
(Passiflora caerulea)

Yellow water lily

(Nymphaea mexicana)

Madagascar periwinkle

(Catharanthus roseus)

Variegated vinca



Green Industries Campaign – Become an EcoChamp – Targeting the Youth

Canadian Campaigns ‒ Use of mascots inspired by gaming artwork



Green Industries Campaign – Become an EcoChamp – Targeting the Youth

*Choosing trendy youth colours * Inspiration from similar campaigns abroad * Creating identifiable mascots  

* Linking to 10 worst invasives in your garden – pond – park – region  * In-store promotional backup

What’s hiding in your garden?

What’s hiding in your pond?

What’s hiding in your park?

Find out here…



Become an EcoChamp
Mascots 

Find invasives in your garden



Ageratum houstonianum

(Mexican ageratum)  Canna indica

(Indian shot)

Nursery industry conflict cultivars – Understand the issues

Double-flowered 

oleander

Nerium oleander

Murraya paniculata

Murraya exotica

Canna 

hybrids

Not related 

to indica



What’s hiding in your garden?



Build on old material 

Invasive Cactus Advocacy Campaign 2021 - 2022 
Develop a toolbox Make it available to all…

Advocacy support to 

Cactus Working Group 

Cactoblastis

cactorum 1933

Dactylopius opuntiae 1938

• Choose the target groups

• Choose target species

• Identify a campaign

Explain biocontrol

Cactus Working Group

Social Media Packages

- 20 FB uploads

- 20 Tweets

Digital posters

How to buy ‘the’ book

DFFE Roadshow

Training Workshops 

Before and afters: A ultimate visual success story

2012 2015



1920

1958

2015

Prickly pear 
invasion

Biocontrol 
wins

New invasion 
Torch cactus
NO Biocontrol

Tandjiesberg Mountains
Graaf Reinet area

1b

Success



1b

1b

Good rain = Torch cactus flowers 
Trichocereus spachianus



Pilot Project:   Biocontrol distribution to rural farmers invaded by cactus in E Cape 

Radio advocacy:  3 cactus species – 3 biocontrol agents

Partner:  Centre for Biological Control, 

Rhodes University

Failure



National Cactus Working Group - Invasive cactus by province



Invasive mammals and reptiles



Build on old material 

Invasive Black-spined Toads

Develop a toolbox Make it available to all…

Advocacy support to 

Black-Spined Toad Strategy



Did you know?  The Black-spined Toad is a highly invasive amphibian from 
southern Asia and has been detected in South Africa. 

These toads are adaptable stowaways and can survive long journeys tucked 
away inside furniture, agricultural produce and other imported goods.

This toad can compete with indigenous toads for similar resources and can 
spread novel diseases to our indigenous amphibians. 

#Invasives #Black-spinedToad #Madagascar #Toads #Category1a

Black-spined Toad 

Uploads will be 

available to all 

Black-spined Toad

Identifying toads

Social 

Media

Packages 



Build on old material 

Invasive house crows 
Develop a toolbox Make informaton

available to all…

Advocacy support to 

National House Crow Strategy

1a

A threat to indigenous 

bird species?

ID:  No 

confusion 

with local 

crows



Source: Wilhelm de Beer - FABI - University of Pretoria

Invasive Shot Hole Borer

Invasive Shot Hole 

Borer

Devastation among the  

oak trees in George, 

Western Cape 
Infected firewood enters Knysna forests 

Arborists predict that oak trees in urban areas will disappear in the next decade



Researching the invasion …

Prof Wilhelm de Beer

Prof Francois Roets

Prof Martin Hill

Heather Nependa



Levels of Shot Hole Borer Management 

Source: University of California Agriculture and Natural Resources, Davis, USA. Republic Road, Randburg



Management Matrix for an Urban Forest invaded by ISHB

Courtesy:  University of California – Division of Agriculture and Natural Resources (UC ANR) – Davis, California, USA  
Southern California Zoom Workshop for Landscapers & Arborists (March 2021):   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bP4-nPCWV8w



Don’t Move Firewood:    North American Campaigns



Asian long-horned 

beetle 

(Anoplophora

glabripennis) 

Emerald ash 

borer (Agrilus

planipennis) 

Buy it where you burn it… Canada



What does invasive shot hole 
borer do to your trees

1b



How to manage infested trees 
on your property 

How to report infested trees on 
state land



Thank You 


